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Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day in New York State
April 22, 2020

Dear Governor Cuomo, Senate Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, and Assembly Speaker Heastie,

We, the undersigned, are writing to recognize and honor the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, to thank you
for your environmental leadership, and to urge your continued steadfast commitment to building a
greener, healthier New York, as there is still so much to do. The current crisis the globe is facing
underscores the importance of environmental and public health protections. As such, we urge New York’s
crucial environmental funding initiatives, the Restore Mother Nature Bond Act, the Environmental
Protection Fund, and the Clean Water Infrastructure Act, to be maintained.

Our History

When reflecting on the state of the environment in the late 1960s that prompted a movement to recognize
the first Earth Day, it is impossible not to think of smog-covered major cities, rivers full of sewage and
industrial waste, and catalyzing events such as the overly polluted Cuyahoga River catching on fire and
reports that Lake Erie was dying. It was also a time when Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring illuminated the
problems of rampant pesticide use and raised the alarm of the impacts of toxics in our environment on
wildlife and our health. We started to learn more about how lead in paint and gasoline was poisoning our
children. Action was needed, and numerous efforts were underway in New York and across the nation to
address these environmental crises.

Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson publicized the idea of a national Earth Day. Afterward, he observed,
“Earth Day worked because of the spontaneous response at the grassroots level. We had neither the time
nor resources to organize 20 million demonstrators and the thousands of schools and local communities
that participated. That was the remarkable thing about Earth Day. It organized itself.”

Over 100,000 people participated in New York City’s first Earth Day events that featured speakers
including then-Mayor Lindsay, actor Paul Newman, and singer Odetta. Pete Seeger sailed the new Sloop
Clearwater from New York to Washington DC to raise awareness. The work that led up to that first Earth
Day, and the work that followed, has made a tremendous difference in the lives of all Americans, and has
restored things that seemed lost.

That day, New York State established the Department of Environmental Conservation. Governor
Rockefeller signed legislation creating the agency into law on April 22, 1970. Its doors opened in July.

Public demand for a cleaner, healthier environment also led to the creation of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency under President Nixon by the end of the year. The early 1970s saw major updates and



expansions of the Clean Air Act in 1970 and then the Clean Water Act in 1972, as well as enactment of
the Consumer Product Safety Act. The Toxic Substances Control Act and Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act followed in 1976 and worker health was addressed in the Occupational Safety and Health
Act. These laws form the bedrock of U.S. environmental protection.

During this movement to protect our environment at a national level, New York State was right there,
responding with more stringent regulatory measures for toxic waste, air emissions, and water quality
standards and taking action to identify and address thousands of toxic waste dumps.

Our Present

We have a lot to be proud of looking back on these past 50 years, and while the issues of today are not
burning rivers and cities shrouded in smog as they once were, the work continues for New York in equally
pressing and significant ways.

Last year marked one of the greatest environmental legislative sessions in a generation. Dedicated
advocacy brought New York State nation-leading climate change legislation with the enactment of the
landmark Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act. New York State also advanced other
significant policies such as disclosing harmful chemicals in everyday products through the Child Safe
Products Act, addressing the plastic pollution crisis with banning plastic bags, and protecting our drinking
water sources through the phase out of PFAS chemicals in firefighting foam.

This year, under extraordinary circumstances and dire economic times, the State continued to
demonstrate its environmental commitment and leadership. Specifically, we are grateful for the Governor
and Legislature in advancing a $3 billion Restoring Mother Nature Bond Act, reforming renewable energy
siting to help meet our ambitious climate mandates, a ban on hydrofracking, a ban on polystyrene
containers, and a continued and sustained $300 million annual investment in programs to safeguard the
health of our environment via the Environmental Protection Fund.

Despite these significant advances, our work is not done. This is especially true with what seems like
daily assaults by the federal government to roll back our bedrock of environmental protections, including
the most recent account of reduced enforcement of environmental laws and policy of self-reporting and
regulation. Now more than ever, we need New York’s leadership.

In addition, environmental injustice is as prevalent as ever. Despite comprehensive environmental
protections in place, communities across our state are disproportionately harmed by past and current air,
water, and land pollution, and of course from the impacts of climate change, resulting in higher rates of
diseases that make people more vulnerable to the deadly symptoms of Covid-19. Blunting the worst
damage from climate change requires unwavering commitment to new energy sources and drastically
cutting back on our reliance on fossil fuels for any purpose, material or energy, and replacing them with
safer sources. Toxic chemicals continue to be used to make the products and materials that surround us,
putting extraction, production, and recycling workers, the public, and disposal communities in harm’s way.
Development continues to encroach on ecologically necessary land.

The COVID-19 Crisis Highlights Need for Environmental Protections



We recognize the environmental commitment of policymakers reflected in the 2021 budget is significant,
in light of the extraordinary challenges Covid-19 has placed on the State. This crisis changed nearly
everything about daily life and the stress of the Covid-19 crisis has also highlighted our human connection
to the natural world, with people finding solace and relief by the natural world, whether going for walks in
parks, working in gardens, or watching bald eagle nest cams. The Governor rightly observed in one
recent email update that our environment plays a significant role in our mental and physical wellbeing.

In addition, the economic slowdown and reduced transportation activities as a result of Covid-19 has
shown a planetary response. Greenhouse gas emissions have dropped, “good air days” have increased
in many areas , including New York City, and waterways around the globe are clearer. While not the
conditions under which anyone seeks to see these changes, the situation reveals real power humans
have to make change when we have the will, and illuminates how daily industrialized life, reliant on fossil
fuels, impacts the globe. This is why economic recovery efforts must be focused on leaving us in a better
place than where we started. Climate change and a related petrochemical economy is not going away.
Climate change is costing us $10 B right now in public health and community impacts. Funding
community efforts to defend against climate change and protect public health through the EPF and an
environmental bond act makes more sense now than ever.

That is why on the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, we urge your steadfast commitment to the
environment by maintaining investments that will bring economic recovery. Specifically, we urge
you to continue support for the Restore Mother Nature Bond Act and ensure it reaches the ballot this fall,
and to maintain $300 Million for projects in the Environmental Protection Fund and the new $500 million
for the Clean Water Infrastructure Act. These funds keep critical programs afloat, such as water
infrastructure maintenance, open space, environmental justice work, the NYS Children’s Environmental
Health Centers across the state, the Pollution Prevention Institute, and so much more. All of these efforts
will be necessary to build the healthier world our children deserve.

Thank you again for your leadership and commitment to safeguarding our environment, and for all you do
to protect public health in this challenging time.

Sincerely,

Kevin Chlad Michael Barrett David Gibson and Ken Rimany

Adirondack Council Adirondack Mountain Club  Adirondack Wild: Friends of the
Forest Preserve

Teri Ptacek Irene V Scheid Kathleen Gasperini

Agricultural Stewardship Alley Pond Environmental Alliance for Clean Energy NY

Association Center, Inc.

Nate Drag Katie Huffling Samantha Levy

Alliance for the Great Lakes Alliance of Nurses for American Farmland Trust

Healthy Environments



Arlene Way
Arbor Hill Development
Corporation

Maggie Greenfield
Bronx River Alliance

David Swarts
Buffalo Botanical Gardens

Mark Lembo
CEA Energy LLC.

Adrienne Esposito
Citizens Campaign for the
Environment

Kathy Curtis
Clean and Healthy New York

Peter Paden
Columbia Land
Conservancy

Gia Machlin
EcoPlum, Inc.

Natalie Snider
Environmental Defense
Fund

Gay Mills
Genesee Land Trust

Michael Burger
Audubon New York

Sheila McDevitt
Brooklyn Alliance of
Neighborhood Gardens
Land Trust

Jeff Senterman
Catskill Center

Chris Maron
Champlain Area Trails

Barbara Warren, RN, MS
Citizens' Environmental
Coalition

Peter Wirth
Climate Change Awareness
& Action

Jeffrey Slade
Cragsmoor Conservancy,
Inc.

Mike Englert
Eighty2degrees Design
Studio

Andrew Zepp
Finger Lakes Land Trust

Patricia Wood
Grassroots Environmental
Education

Dr. Mark Wourms
Bernheim Arboretum and
Research Forest

Terri Carta
Brooklyn Greenway Initiative

Katherine Nadeau
Catskill Mountainkeeper

Ben Anderson
Children's Defense Fund-NY

Camille Cannistraci
CLC Consulting LLC

Janet Harckham
Climate Reality Project,
Westcheter NY Chapter

Lisa Hoyt
Dyken Pond Environmental
Education Center

Kate Kurera
Environmental Advocates of
New York

Chris von Schilgen

Friends of the Dyken Pond
Environmental Education
Centere

Laura Weinberg
Great Neck Breast Cancer
Coalition



Dani Glaser
Green Team Spirti

Claire Barnett
Healthy Schools Network

Manna Jo Greene
Hudson River Sloop
Clearwater, Inc.

Maida Galvez
Icahn School of Medicine at
Mount Sinai

José Bravo
Just Transition Alliance

Dr. James Dooley
LI Sierra Club

Sarah Charlop-Powers
Natural Areas Conservancy

Elizabeth Moran
New York Public Interest
Research Group (NYPIRG)

Bob Rossi
New York Sustainable
Business Council

Diane Brandli
GreeningUSA

Susan Arterian
Hudson River Flows

Karen Miller
Huntington Breast Cancer
Action Coalition, Inc.

Elliott Hillback Jr
Indian River Lakes
Conservancy

Jamie Brown

Lake George Land Conservancy

Mark King
Mohawk Hudson Land
Conservancy

Katheryn Heintz
New York City Audubon

Wyldon Fishman

New York Solar Energy Society

Betta Broad
New Yorkers for Clean Power

Brigitte Griswold
Groundwork Hudson Valley

Gregg Swanzey
Hudson River Maritime Museum

Bonnie Sager
Huntington CALM

Kevin Peraino
Jay Heritage Center

Kathryn Cappella Hankins
Learning Disabilities
Association of NYS

Johanna Fallert
Mothers Out Front-
Dutchess County

Tim Guinee
New York Climate Reality
Chapters Coalition

Kelli Timbrook

New York State
Association of Reduce,
Reuse and Recycle
(NYSAR3)

Joshua Howard
New York-New Jersey
Trail Conference



Willis Elkins
Newtown Creek Alliance

Lisa Ott
North Shore Land Alliance,
Inc.

Elie Ward

NYS American Academy of
Pediatrics, Chapters 1,2 &
3

Robin Dropkin
Parks & Trails New York

Peter Bauer
Protect the Adirondacks!

John Winter
Rensselaer Land Trust

Elizabeth McDade
Rochester ENergy
Efficiency & Weatherization

Tracy Brown
Save the Sound

Martin Wolf
Seventh Generation

Peter Strugatz
Strugatz Ventures

Jerry Rivers

North American Climate,
Conservation and
Environment(NACCE)

Andrew Radin
NY Product Stewardship
Council

Eileen Larrabee
Open Space Insitute

John v.H. Halsey
Peconic Land Trust

Amy Chester
Rebuild by Design

Marie Wiggins
Restaurant Opportunities
Centers United

Kaare Christian

Roe Jan Watershed Community

Andy Bicking
Scenic Hudson

Roger Downs

Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter

Wendy Mahaney
Sustainable Saratoga

Anthony Buissereth
North Brooklyn Neighbors

Julie Tighe
NYLCV

Jim Delaune
Orange County Land Trust

Michael Kagan
Pound Ridge Land
Conservancy

Jim Bonesteel
Rensselaer Plateau
Alliance

Jeremy Cherson
Riverkeeper

John Peach
Save The River Upper St.
Lawrence Riverkeeper

George Y. Bramwell
Serpentine Art and Nature
Commons, Inc.

William Reinhardt
Solarize Albany

Julie Welch
SWIM Coalition



Lou Vogel
Taitem Engineering

John Monaghan

The Community Foundation
of Herkimer & Oneida
Counties Inc.

Jessica Ottney Mahar
The Nature Conservancy

Jake Tibbles
Thousand Islands Land Trust

Peggy Shepard
WE ACT For Environmental
Action

Sally Mazzarella
Winnakee Land Trust

Daniel C Adler
Elizabeth Alexander
Elyse Arnow
Joshua Arnow
Michael Bailey
Warren Berger
Alexis Bhagat

Gene Binder

Briana Binkerd-Dale
Patricia Bradfuhrer
Karen Brince

David Burke
Felisha Buxton
Greg Campbell-Cohen
Melissa Carlson
Mary Catalino
JoanAnn Chovnick
Sue Christiansen

Tim Guinee
The Climate Actors

Thomas R Duffus
The Conservation Fund

Penny Fujiko Willgerodt
The Prospect Hill
Foundation

Christie DeBoer
Wallkill Valley Land Trust

Nada Khader
WESPAC

Jamie McConnell
Women's Voices for the
Earth

Bob Rossi
The CommonSpot

Matthew Elliott
The Friends of the Nature
Center, Inc.

Carter Strickland
The Trust for Public Land

Kate Boicourt
Waterfront Alliance

Lori Ensinger
Westchester Land Trust

Maxanne Resnick
Woodstock Land
Conservancy



Martha Clarvoe
Nora Coyle

Luarrie Cozza

Jim Curtis

Beth Darlington
Shannon Dean-Smith
Marc Devokaitis
James Donavan
Michael Douglass
Wendy Dwyer

Frank Eaton

Anne Erling

Maria Espinoza
Linda Fighera

Paul Fisk

Joyce Frank

Janice Gams
Saveria Garcia-Macri
Dr. Maida Galvez
Thomas Goodfellow
Janet Gray

Christian Grieco
Barbara Harris
Sarah Howard

Myra Hutchinson
Guy Jacob

Stan Janczuk

Jeff Jones

Gisele Josme
Esther Jusino

Judith Karpilow
Dorothy Keenan
Jane Kunstler

Dr. Philip J. Landrigan
Jeannine Laverty
Christine Laygo-Moran
Mark Lembo

Jeffrey Levitt
Sharon Longyear
Francis Magai
Wendy Mahaney
Janice Mastromarchi
Matthew McCarty
Christy McElligott
Victoria Messina
Janet Moser

Carl Murray



Mary O’Herron
Charlotte Olver
Barbara Palmer
Liz Parisio
Jonathan Peter
Randolph Pfaff
Deborah Philp

Deb Radford

Heidi Rivera

Jerry Rivers
Valerie Rounds-Atkinson
Vincent Rusch
Wilfred R. Santiago
Lisa Scerbo
Elizabeth Schwartz
Caroline Sévilla
Perry Sheffield

Juli Shields

Laura Silverman
Sandra Steubing
Emily Stewart
Diane Stratton Smith
Gregg Swanzey
Pamela Tausta
Lindsey Taylor
Nancy Taylor
Alicia Tether

Liz Thorndike
Anna Varney
Jacqueline Vogel
Suki van Dijk
Kimberly Wade

Dr. Adrienne Wald
Susan Weber
Kathleen Webber
Tensie Whelan
Liza Wilcox



